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Alliance for the Conservation of Mesoamerican Pine-Oak Forests (cont.)

What’s on the Horizon

This fall, members of the Alliance received additional
Endangered Species Act funding to initiate two more
projects that will further our knowledge about the avifauna
in this region and increase public awareness about the need
to protect birds and their habitat. First, Pronatura Sur will
establish two banding stations in Central American pine-
oak forest located in Chiapas, Mexico. This will help
develop a protocol to increase capture probability of
Golden-cheeked Warblers at winter sites in order to
examine their overwinter survival and site fidelity.
Researchers working on the project also will band other
Neotropical migratory and resident bird species, which
will further our knowledge about their distribution, natural
history, molt and plumage patterns, and habitat needs.
Second, educational professionals from Bluestem
Environmental Consultants will cooperate with members
of the Alliance to develop an educational curriculum to
accompany a children’s story about Golden-cheeked
Warbler natural history. The story was originally printed in
Spanish. With permission from the authors, the story has
been adapted for English translation. This funding also will
be used to print the English version of the book and design
and host a website to access all these resources.

For more information about the Alliance’s efforts to protect
the Central American pine-oak forest region and its
avifauna, contact Claudia Macias-Caballero, coordinator
for the Alliance for the Conservation of Mesoamerican
Pine-Oak Forest, cmacias@pronatura-sur.org.

-Rebecca Peak, Fort Hood and
David King, USFS Northern Research Station
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Announcement Corner

£ Don't forget to register for the
National Military Fish and Wildlife
Association Annual Training
Workshop, March 14-18, 2011, in
Kansas City, Missouri. For more
information, visit: http://nmfwa.org/.
Bird-specific sessions include:

Sf Avian Protection on Powerlines Workshop

%/ Special Session: USFWS New Golden Eagle
Guidance Technical Session

Sf Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard Success Stories
Technical Session

%Y DoD PIF Working Group meeting

9/ Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard Working Group
meeting

/2 Be on the lookout for the new DoD Natural
Resources Program Natural Selections
newsletter, coming spring 2011!

Great Horned Owl
Photo courtesy of: Brent Husung and Steven Selser
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Policy Perch

I’Ve been talking about the new draft DoD Natural

Resources Conservation Program Instruction (DoDI) for so
long that it must seem like old hat. Even now, I hesitate to
mention that final approval seems imminent after a long
and occasionally tortuous two-and-a-half years. Yet, this
action is sufficiently important to the long-term
management of all DoD’s natural resources to risk a
slightly premature notice.

What does the DoDI do?

# Provides updated guidance on all relevant natural
resources-related legislation and Executive Orders
enacted in the past 15 years.

Updates management responsibilities and provides
procedures for the preparation, review and
implementation of INRMPs.

Updates programming and budgeting priorities, and
establishes new performance metrics.

£

Enables the establishment of cost-saving
conservation partnerships.

T s YO P Vol

Silver-throated Tanager in Ecuador
Photo: Peter Boice

Among the key provisions that should benefit bird
conservation, perhaps the most important is the
requirement to prioritize management of species at risk
(SAR) that could adversely impact military readiness. The
DoDl identifies habitat conservation, planning level
surveys, and monitoring as key to protecting these species
and considers funding for SAR protection a high priority.

Specific to bird conservation, the DoDlI institutionalizes
requirements to:
£ develop and implement appropriate conservation
measures if a proposed action may have a significant
adverse effect on a migratory bird population;
£ assess the effects of non-military-readiness activities
on migratory birds; and
confer and cooperate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) for military-readiness activities if a
proposed action may have a significant adverse effect
on a migratory bird population.

£

In the bird world, I represented DoD at the second meeting
of the Council for the Conservation of Migratory Birds in
mid-December. For most land managers, probably the
most significant presentation was by our very own DoD
PIF Program Coordinator, Chris Eberly. Chris heads a
committee that compiled existing conservation measures
currently being implemented by Council agencies and
currently is developing a spreadsheet that will identify
which agencies implement these measures. A next step will
be to identify gaps.

Unfortunately, another Council priority — permitting
procedures for incidental take related to the Executive
Order-driven Migratory Bird Memorandum of
Understanding —has been slow in coming.

This ongoing gap has led DoD to work separately with
USFWS to identify a permitting process for Bald and
Golden Eagles. The goal is to continue ongoing mission
and training activities, and to clarify permitting processes
for new activities (e.g., vertical training).

As a first step, USFWS developed a document to help DoD

comply with the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and
the new regulations for non-purposeful eagle take, which is
posted on the DoD PIF website (www.dodpif.org).

During our most recent meeting, USFWS stated that
reducing take from other mortality causes (e.g., power line
strikes) would offset any potential takes/strikes from
routine/existing training flights. As a result of these
ongoing discussions, we are considering developing policy
to require each installation with a flight mission to develop
an avian and bat protection plan.

- Peter Boice,
Deputy Director, Natural Resources
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View From the Eyrie

The past few months have been especially busy for me.

Over a six-week period I attended three conferences and
helped teach a training course. In the midst of all this
travel, there were Legacy proposals to review, State of the
Birds 2011 meetings, and preparations for the second
meeting of the Council for the Conservation of Migratory
Birds (Read the Policy Perch, page 9 to learn more).

Emerald Tanager in Panama
Photo: Chris Eberly

Meeting and Conference Updates

After the national PIF annual fall steering committee
meeting in Michigan, I attended the 17t» Annual
Conference of The Wildlife Society (TWS) in Snowbird,
Utah. I convened a meeting to discuss the formation of a
Military Lands Working Group within TWS. During that
meeting we gathered 17 signatures, more than the 15
needed to submit our paperwork to the TWS Council for
approval of Working Group status. The TWS Council will
vote in March, and should approve this new Working
Group. If you are a TWS member, watch for your renewal
notice for 2012 to join this Military Lands Working Group,
which will provide a more significant presence within TWS
for DoD biologists.

A week later I traveled to Plymouth, Massachusetts, for the
Power of Partnerships — Bird Conservation in the Northeast
conference. This was the largest bird conservation
gathering in the northeast since the 1989 Ecology and
Conservation of Neotropical Migrant Landbirds symposium
hosted by Manomet Bird Observatory (now the Manomet
Center for Conservation Sciences). It created the
momentum for what we now call Partners in Flight (PIF). It
is amazing to see how bird conservation has advanced
since PIF began 20 years ago.

A few days after returning from Plymouth, I headed to
Hawaii. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
teaches a training course titled, Migratory Bird Conservation
- A Trust Responsibility at their National Conservation
Training Center in Shepherdstown, West Virginia. In 2006
and 2008, DoD PIF worked with USFWS to teach a
modified version of the course to a DoD audience at Fort
Carson, Colorado. Due to requests from both DoD and
USFWS employees in Hawaii, the course was held at
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay. It was the largest
offering of the class yet. The 40 students were a mix of
USFWS (22), State of Hawaii (6), Navy (4), Army (3), Air
Force (2), Marine Corps (2), and Army Corps (1). The
group mixture benefited discussions by providing insight
from several agencies rather than a single-agency audience.

Legacy Proposals

The annual Legacy proposal review process continues to
generate high quality bird proposals. This year DoD PIF
Representatives reviewed 30 pre-proposals and 23 full bird
proposals. As DoD PARC (Partnership in Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation) comes online in 2011, DoD PIF will
work with the DoD PARC group to develop a similar
review process to improve the quality of proposals
submitted for herpetofauna.

State of the Birds

The theme of State of the Birds 2011 is public lands. I am
participating in the State of the Birds team and writing the
DoD chapter. Each agency has a non-agency writing
partner, and David Pashley of American Bird Conservancy
is working with me on the DoD chapter. The anticipated
release of the State of the Birds 2011 report is in March.

Building Connections
Back in 2006, I met the coordinator of the Alliance for the
Grasslands, Anibal Parera, in southern Alberta on a USFS-
sponsored grasslands tour. Participants from the U.S,,
Canada, Mexico, and beyond visited private farms and
public grasslands, including Canadian Forces Base Sulffield.
It has been 15 years since the
Swainson’s Hawk deaths in
Argentina, and I was pleased
when Anibal agreed to submit
an article, from an Argentine
perspective, on this situation
and the progress made since
then. I hope you enjoy his lead
article as much as I do.

- Chris Eberly,
DoD PIF Program Coordinator
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Cross-Bird Puzzle

Coming to (Bird) Terms II Thanks to Peter Boice for
this edition’s
[ | 2 3 cross-bird puzzle!
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4 Curved markings on edges of feathers 1 S_UbSPCClCS
5 Seasonal shedding of plimage 2 Undertail area
6 Dark plhimage round eye and ear-coverts 3 Long showy feathers acquired during the breeding season
8 Each of the two parts of bill 4 Broad band on outer part of a feather (two words)
9 Bare skin, often colored, on part of the head. 6 White spots in wing-tips, mainly on gulls
10 Wavy, worm-like markings 7 Length from one wing tip to the other when fully extended (two words)

13 Area of color on secondary feathers of wings 11 Broad band on the tip of a feather or tail (two words)
15 Narrow ring of skin or feathers round the eye (two words) 12 Innermost wing coverts often covering secondaries
16 Rear edge of wing (two words) 14 Active at night

18 Stripe on side of throat 17 Perching and song birds

19 Long extensions to feathers, usually of the tail 20 Non-migratory and breeding in same place

21 Inner wing feathers 22 Streak above the eye

25 Narrow line around the neck 23  Accidental

26 Lower back 24 Breast area

28 Back, between the wings 27 Red wine colored

29 Outer flight feathers on the wing 28 One of several distinct types of plumage in the same species
31 Back of the neck 30 Area between eye and bill base

32 Young hatched sighted and down-covered 32 Black and white

33 Fleshy extensions to side edges of toes of some birds
34 Feathers along edge of the mantle
35 Reddish-brown
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Cross-Bird Puzzle Answer Key
Coming to (Bird) Terms II
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CONTRIBUTING TO THE DOD PIF NEWSLETTER IS EASY!

Want to highlight bird conservation efforts on your installation?
Have a great bird image you just have to share?
Send your ideas and images to Chris, Alison, or Erica.

POINT OF CONTACTS

DoD PIF Program Coordinator DoD PIF Website

Chris Eberly (ceberly@dodpif.org) www.dodpif.org

DoD PIF National Representative National and Regional PIF Coordinators

Joe Hautzenroder (joseph.hautzenroder@navy.mil) www.partnersinflight.org/contactus.cfm

Deputy Director, Natural Resources Steppingstones Editor, Chris Eberly (ceberly@dodpif.org)
Peter Boice (peter.boice@osd.mil) Steppingstones Production, Alison Dalsimer and Erica Evans,

Booz Allen Hamilton (DoDNRConservation@bah.com)





